
I M P A C T  R E P O R T

AS A FATHER WHO LOST A CHILD TO 
A BRAIN TUMOR IT MAKES ME VERY 
PROUD TO BE AT THE EPICENTER OF 
FIGHTING THIS DISEASE. WE ARE 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE.  I KNOW MY 
SON IS PROUD.
- JOHN-PAUL PURSSORD,  
PRESIDENT LBF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

T H E  L I L A B E A N  F O U N D A T I O N



INTRO 

LETTER FROM EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR NICOLE GIROUX
For most of us, 2020 was a difficult 
year, unlike any other. For LBF, 
the year was bittersweet. While 
we did have to cancel events and 
get creative around fundraising 
efforts, our community not only 
rose to the challenge, but also 
grew and surpassed expectations. 
The pandemic presented us with 
the opportunity to think outside 
the box on the ways in which we 
raise awareness and funds for 
childhood brain cancer research.  
These experiences have shaped 
how we are looking at our mission 
and goals moving forward.
For LBF, 2021 is more than just a 
clean slate. It marks our 10th year 
of impact which gives us so much 
to celebrate and to be grateful 
for. In 2012, we had LBF’s first 
fundraising event (which soon 
became known as Fall Ball) in 
our backyard. I was overwhelmed 
with the $19,500 raised that night 
and never would have imagined 
we would raise close to 2 million 
dollars over the next nine years. 
At times it still seems surreal. 
Thanks to the many committed 
volunteers, sponsors, board 
members and friends, LBF has 
made an impact. Bit by bit, step 
by step we are helping to change 
the way children with brain cancer 
are diagnosed and treated. Our 
family has seen firsthand the 
effectiveness and efficiency of 

newer treatment options. The 
Lilabean Foundation has donated 
over $1.5 million to research. 
This would not be possible without 
you.
And as you know, we are not there 
yet. LBF has outlived far too many 
children. There are still several 
types of pediatric brain cancer 
for which there are no treatment 
options. There are still way too 
many children dying within a 
year of diagnosis. There are still 
way too many children suffering 
life-altering long-term side effects. 
We can fly to the moon. Cars drive 
themselves. We can do anything 
and everything with a button on our 
smartphones. You know we have to 
do better and you realize that it will 
take an army.
Put quite simply, there is still 
much work to do.  As we celebrate 
our 10 year anniversary this year, 
please join me in my continued 
commitment to fund research 
to effect better outcomes for 
children with brain cancer. We 
are so grateful for you and this 
growing community of supporters 
who value our mission and work.

In Gratitude,
Nicole Giroux
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T H E  L I L A B E A N  F O U N D A T I O N ’ S

LILA’S FIRST  LINE OF 
TREAMENT IN 2009:
TWO EXTREMELY 
TOXIC INTRAVENOUS 
DRUGS DESIGNED 
FOR ADULTS 
THAT HAD TO BE 
ADMINISTERED VIA 
A PORTACATH IN 
THE HOSPITAL.
S I D E  E F F E C T S  I N C L U D I N G  H A I R 

L O S S ,  N A U S E A ,  N E U T R O P E N I A , 

N E U R O P A T H Y ,  H E A R I N G  L O S S , 

S E C O N D A R Y  C A N C E R S ,  A N D 

L E A R N I N G  D I S O R D E R S  -  A N D 

T H A T ’ S  J U S T  T H E  B E G I N N I N G . 

FIRST  LINE OF 
TREAMENT FOR A CHILD 

LIKE LILA IN 2021:

ORAL, TAKE-AT-
HOME DRUGS 

WITH VERY MILD 
SIDE EFFECTS.

LONG TERM SIDE 
EFFECTS HAVE YET TO BE 

DISCOVERED.

T H I N G S  H A V E  C H A N G E D 
O V E R  T H E  P A S T  1 0  Y E A R S , 
B U T  T H E R E ’ S  S T I L L  W O R K 
T O  B E  D O N E .
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“THE FUNDING THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED 
FROM THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION OVER THE 
PAST 9 YEARS HAS LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR 
CRITICAL WORK IN OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
MOLECULAR BIOLOGIC BASIS OF CHILDHOOD 
BRAIN TUMORS.” 
-ROGER PACKER, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, CENTER 
FOR NEUROSCIENCE AND BEHAVIORAL MEDICINE

RESEARCH TIMELINE

2020 - ONGOING
PROTEIN FRAGMENTS 
AS A VEHICLE TO 
CUSTOMIZED THERAPY 
IN TREATMENT OF 
BRAIN TUMORS 
AMOUNT PLEDGED 
$143,000

2018
PROTEOGENOMICS 
OF LOW GRADE 
GLIOMAS
AMOUNT GIFTED 
$150,000

TIMELINE OF RESEARCH PROJECTS 
LBF HAS FUNDED
Thanks to our generous supporters, the Lilabean Foundation has donated  

or pledged $1,500,000 for childhood brain cancer research.

2019 - ONGOING
NATIONAL TRIAL TESTING 
NOVEL COMBINATION THERAPY 
IN LOW GRADE GLIOMAS 
AMOUNT PLEDGED  
$225,000

2013-2015
PROTEIN BIOMARKERS IN 
CEREBROSPINAL FLUID OF 
CHILDREN WITH BRAIN 
CANCER 
AMOUNT GIFTED 
$70,000

2016
STUDY OF PROTEINS IN 
MEDULLOBLASTOMA
AMOUNT GIFTED 
$70,000

2016
LIQUID BIOPSY
AMOUNT GIFTED 
$143,000

2014
QUANTITATIVE 
PROTEOMICS IN 
PEDIATRIC BRAIN 
TUMORS
AMOUNT GIFTED  
$70,000

2013-ONGOING FUNDING FOR RESEARCH SUPPLIES AND ANALYSIS, AMOUNT GIFTED $100,000

SUPPORT OF THE CHILDREN’S 
BRAIN TUMOR NETWORK:

ONGOING -  
AMOUNT GIFTED: 
IN 2020

“WE ARE INCREDIBLY 
GRATEFUL FOR LBF’S 
ONGOING SUPPORT OF 
THE CBTN. IN 2020 ALONE, 
THE CBTN RESEARCH 
CORE PROVIDED 
RESOURCES TO LAUNCH 
OVER 70 NEW SCIENTIFIC 
PROJECTS AT TOP-TIER 
MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS 
AROUND THE GLOBE. 
SUCH PROGRESS WOULD 
NOT BE POSSIBLE 
WITHOUT THE LILABEAN 
FOUNDATION’S 
SUPPORT.” 
-JENA LILLY, EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR OF THE 

CHILDREN’S BRAIN TUMOR 

NETWORK

$50,000
OUTCOMES/IMPACT

The Lilabean Foundation is proud 
to be an Executive Partner of the 
Children’s Brain Tumor Network. 
The Children’s Brain Tumor 
Network is dedicated to driving 
innovative discovery, pioneering 
new treatments and accelerating 
open science to improve health 
for all children and young adults 
diagnosed with a brain tumor.

By accelerating the pace of 
translational research and the 
discovery of new treatments, we 
are a global community with the 
shared goal to save children and 
young adults from brain tumors.

 

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:
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To recruit and retain young, talented researchers and clinicans to improve the lives of 

children with pediatric brain tumors. 

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:

ONGOING PROGRAM -  
AMOUNT PLEDGED: 
IN 2020

 “THE LBF FELLOWSHIP IS EXTREMELY USEFUL 
IN HELPING TO DEVELOP THE CAREER OF YOUNG 
PEDIATRIC BRAIN TUMOR SCIENTISTS IN AN 
UNDERFUNDED FIELD SUCH AS PEDIATRIC NEURO-
ONCOLOGY. THE LBF FELLOWSHIP HAS HELPED ME 
PROGRESS SEVERAL RESEARCH PROJECTS AND 
MADE POSSIBLE THE PUBLICATION OF OUR RECENT 
WORK IN A HIGH IMPACT JOURNAL. ”
- SAMUEL RIVERO-HINOJOSA

LILABEAN FELLOWSHIP FUND

OUTCOMES/IMPACT

The Lilabean Foundation Fellowship 
Fund was established at Children’s 
National Hospital in 2018 to 
support young pediatric brain 
tumor investigators by providing 
crucial support for expenses 
related to professional development 
opportunities, seed funding for 
research projects, and salary 
support to provide protected time 
for research. To date, the fund has 
provided over $100,000 in support 
to three investigators. The Brain 
Tumor Institute (BTI) at Children’s 
National trains an average of ten 
national and international students 
and fellows annually – one of the 
largest training programs in the 
country. The BTI team has a core 
mission to cultivate young scientific 
minds to pave the way for the next 
generation of pediatric brain tumor 
specialists and researchers. 

$100,000+

DR. SAMUEL RIVERO-HINOJOSA, 
2018 FELLOWSHIP FUND 
RECIPIENT

DR. VERONIKA CAISOVA, 2019 
FELLOWSHIP FUND RECIPIENT

COVID FAMILY RELIEF FUND
ONGOING -  
AMOUNT GIFTED: 
IN 2020

“WE RECEIVED A CHECK 
OF $2000 FROM THE 
LILABEAN FOUNDATION 
WHEN WE CAME HOME 
FROM THE HOSPITAL 
ON CHRISTMAS DAY. 
THAT WAS HUGE AND 
WE REALLY APPRECIATE 
IT. WE WANT TO 
EXPRESS OUR SINCERE 
GRATITUDE AND PRAY 
THAT  THE ALMIGHTY GOD 
CONTINUE TO BLESS YOUR 
ENDEAVORS AND ALL 
THAT YOU DO.  
THANKS AND STAY SAFE.” 
-KHADIJA’S MOM

$30,000
OUTCOMES/IMPACT

In April of 2020, the Lilabean 
Foundation became aware of 
several pediatric brain cancer 
families that were in need of 
financial assistance. We thought 
that if we could raise a couple 
thousand dollars, we could help 
ease one of the many burdens these 
families were facing.

We reached out to our community 
of donors and you responded. 
Amazingly, over the course of 
the year we raised $30,000. That 
money went to several families 
to help pay for monthly bills. The 
families who received that aid are 
so grateful to all who donated.

 

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:

“I’M VERY THANKFUL FOR THE LILABEAN 
FOUNDATION, FOR SUCH AN AMAZING 
SURPRISE. FROM THE BOTTOM OF OUR HEARTS 
WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL FOR YOU GUYS TO 
EVEN THINK OF US IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES. 
HAYLEY WHO IS 3 YEARS OLD NOW IS GETTING 
STRONGER AND GROWING AND LIVING HER LIFE. 
LIFE IS VERY HARD WHEN YOUR LITTLE BABY 
HAS CANCER AND HAS UNDERGONE SO MANY 
THINGS. TO SEE HER HAPPY IS ALL I EVER WANT. 
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR KEEPING HAYLEY IN 
YOUR MIND AND HOPING FOR HER RECOVERY.”  
-HAYLEY’S MOM

KHADIJA, 22 MONTHS OLD

HALEY, THREE YEARS OLD                        

“PEDIATRIC BRAIN 
TUMOR RESEARCH IS 
A DIFFICULT AREA IN 
WHICH TO ESTABLISH 
A CAREER, SO IT IS 
ESSENTIAL THAT WE 
HELP RECRUIT THE 
BEST MINDS TO THIS 
IMPORTANT CAUSE.” 
- DR. BRIAN ROOD, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, 
BRAIN TUMOR 
INSTITUTE
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THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:

PLEDGED IN 2020:

“THE RESEARCH 
FUNDED BY LBF 
IS DEVELOPING 
EXTREMELY SENSITIVE 
TECHNIQUES TO 
DETECT THESE 
PEPTIDES IN A 
TINY VOLUME 
CEREBROSPINAL 
FLUID. IF SUCCESSFUL, 
THIS RESEARCH WILL 
PROVIDE CLINICIANS 
WITH A GAME-
CHANGING TOOL TO 
CUSTOMIZE THERAPY 
FOR AN INDIVIDUAL 
CHILD’S NEEDS.” 
- DR. BRIAN ROOD, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, 
BRAIN TUMOR 
INSTITUTE                      

DISCOVERING UNIQUE TUMOR 
PROTEIN FRAGMENTS IN THE 
CEREBROSPINAL FLUID OF  
CHILDREN WITH BRAIN TUMORS

OUTCOMES/IMPACT

The Lilabean Foundation is helping 
Children’s National Hospital develop 
a better way to detect and track 
brain tumors. Tumors make novel 
proteins that were not originally 
part of their toolkit. The Lilabean 
Foundation is funding pioneering 
work to make use of these unique 
protein fragments, called tumor 
specific peptides, as biomarkers. If 
one of these tumor-specific peptides 
is in a child’s tumor and also in their 
cerebrospinal fluid, it means that 
there are still tumor cells in that 
child’s brain making those proteins. 
And if they go away but then come 
back, it could mean that the tumor 
is returning. 

$143,000 A peptide is a fragment of 
a protein. When a protein 
is made exclusively by 
a tumor cell, finding a 
fragment (peptide) from 
it in the body indicates 
that there is a tumor cell 
present.

CLINICAL TRIAL IN CHILDREN WITH 
TREATMENT RESISTANT GLIOMAS

ONGOING PROGRAM -  
AMOUNT PLEDGED: 
IN 2020

“THE CLINICAL TRIAL EVALUATING THE 

COMBINATION OF TARGETED THERAPIES WOULD 

NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE SUPPORT FROM 

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION.  THIS TRIAL BUILDS 

ON MANY YEARS OF  RESEARCH TO BRING A NOVEL 

CLINICAL TRIAL TO CHILDREN WITH LOW-GRADE 

GLIOMAS AND WILL ALSO PROVIDE IMPORTANT 

DATA ON THE USE OF THIS COMBINATION THERAPY 

WHICH MAY BE TRANSLATED TO USE IN OTHER 

CANCERS IN CHILDREN AND ADULTS.  LBF HAS 

PROVIDED CRITICAL FUNDING FOR THIS TRIAL 

WHICH IS NOW OPEN FOR ENROLLMENT,  AND 

FOR OUR BASIC RESEARCH WHICH WILL LAY THE 

FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE TRIALS.” - DR. LINDSAY 
KILBURN, DIRECTOR OF EXPERIMENTAL 
THERAPEUTICS, BRAIN TUMOR INSTITUTE

$225,000
OUTCOMES/IMPACT

Pediatric Brain Cancer Research  
is delighted to be a partner in 
supporting a phase I trial to evaluate 
the combination of trametinib and 
everolimus in pediatric patients with 
refractory low-grade gliomas. Run by 
the  Pacific Pediatric Neuro-Oncology  
Consortium and in partnership  with 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals to supply the 
medications, this  trial will be led by 
Dr. Lindsay B. Kilburn from Children’s  
National’s Brain Tumor Institute.

The primary objective of the first  
phase of the trial is to develop  
a recommended dose for the  
combination therapy in children,  but 
the study will also evaluate  the side 
effects and provide  early information 
about the  effectiveness of the 
combination.  

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:

DR. LINDSAY KILBURN

“DEVELOPING A CLINICAL TRIAL 

TO TEST NEW TREATMENTS FOR 

CHILDHOOD BRAIN TUMORS IS 

A DAUNTING TASK. RECENTLY, 

MY TEAM WAS FACED WITH AN 

OBSTACLE THAT WE COULDN’T 

OVERCOME WITH SCIENCE. 

IN THIS CASE, THANKFULLY, 

OUR EFFORTS WERE AIDED BY 

THE INCREDIBLE SUPPORT OF 

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION. 

THE CRITICAL FUNDING THEY 

PROVIDED ALLOWED US TO OPEN 

THIS TRIAL THROUGH THE PACIFIC 

PEDIATRIC NEUROONCOLOGY 

CONSORTIUM (PNOC), A 

GROUNDBREAKING MULTI-

INSTITUTIONAL CLINICAL TRIAL 

GROUP. PARTNERING WITH OTHER 

SCIENTISTS, OTHER PEDIATRIC 

BRAIN TUMOR SPECIALISTS, 

AND WITH DONORS LIKE THE 

LILABEAN FOUNDATION, WE ARE 

ABLE TO OFFER A NEW TREATMENT 

OPTION FOR THE MANY CHILDREN 

WITH DIFFICULT TO TREAT LOW-

GRADE GLIOMAS.” - ANGELA 
J WAANDERS, MD, MPH, 
EXECUTIVE BOARD CO-CHAIR, 
CHILDREN’S BRAIN TUMOR 
NETWORK
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PROTEOGENOMICS IN LOW 
GRADE GLIOMAS
ONGOING PROGRAM -  
AMOUNT GIFTED: 
IN 2020

“LOW-GRADE 
GLIOMAS ARE 
INCREASINGLY BEING 
RECOGNIZED AS 
IMMUNOLOGICALLY 
‘HOT’ TUMORS. THIS 
MEANS THAT THE 
IMMUNE SYSTEM 
IS DYNAMICALLY 
INVOLVED IN 
THEIR MICRO-
ENVIRONMENT.”
- DR. BRIAN ROOD, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, 
BRAIN TUMOR 
INSTITUTE  

$150,000
OUTCOMES/IMPACT

The goal of this project is to generate 
high-resolution spectral data 
representing peptides found in low- 
grade gliomas and then upload this data 
to the CBTN cloud computing platform 
CAVATICA for public access. This 
project seeks to uncover the products of 
all novel genomic events translated into 
the proteome. These peptides have the 
potential to be used to  activate T cells, 
the effector cells of the immune system, 
to attack the tumor.

The research has established that low-
grade gliomas have novel genetic events 
that give rise to tumor-specific proteins 
and the majority of these are the result 
of errors in the way genomic messages 
are spliced together. The next step 
in this research is to synthesize the 
peptides from a tumor and demonstrate 
that they are capable of eliciting an 
immune response from healthy donor T 
cells. This work is ongoing.

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:

Proteogenomics is a 
combination of genomics 
and proteomics in which 
genomic sequencing is 
used to create a database 
of all of the possible 
proteins encoded by 
the genome and then 
proteins identified by a 
mass spectrometer (the 
main tool of proteomics) 
are searched against the 
database to help identify 
abnormal proteins that are 
unique to that genome.

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:

2016 -  
AMOUNT GIFTED: 
IN 202070

“THE APPLICATION 
OF QUANTITATIVE 
PROTEOMICS TO 
CLINICAL TUMOR 
SAMPLES MARKED 
A LEAP FORWARD 
IN UNDERSTANDING 
THE FUNCTIONAL 
BIOLOGY OF THE 
TUMOR CELL.”
- DR. BRIAN ROOD, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, 
BRAIN TUMOR 
INSTITUTE  

ATLAS OF MEDULLOBLASTOMA 
PROTEINS

OUTCOMES/IMPACT

Dr. Rood and his research team 
at Children’s National created the 
Labeled Atlas of Medulloblastoma 
Proteins (LAMP), a master reference 
atlas of thousands of proteins across 
the different subgroups of the 
disease. The team next identified 
those proteins enriched in the 
different genetic variations of tumor. 
Dr. Rood and his team published 
a paper in Acta Neuropathologica 
Communications detailing the 
discoveries made possible by your 
support. The publication was a 

milestone as this was the first 
study of its kind focused on a 
pediatric tumor and the first on 
medulloblastoma. The article 
highlights one particular pathway 
driving medulloblastoma’s 
biology—a potential target for 
new treatments. The team also 
compared their findings with 
those from the genome and 
demonstrated the importance 
of understanding cancer at the 
protein level, which offers more 
translational insight than genetic 
composition alone.

$70,000
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LIQUID BIOPSY – DETECTING 
A TUMOR’S FINGERPRINTS IN 
CEREBROSPINAL FLUID
2016 -  
AMOUNT GIFTED: 
IN 2020

“THE SUPPORT OF LBF 
HAS ENABLED MULTIPLE 
LABORATORIES ACROSS 
THE US AND EUROPE TO 
DEVELOP NONINVASIVE 
METHODS FOR 
DETECTING TUMOR  
BIOMARKERS OBTAINED 
FROM CHILDREN 
DIAGNOSED WITH 
BRAIN TUMORS.  WE 
ARE GRATEFUL FOR 
THE FOUNDATION’S 
SUPPORT AND 
LOOK FORWARD TO 
OUR CONTINUED 
COLLABORATION.”
- JAVAD NAZARIAN, 
PRINCIPAL 
INVESTIGATOR, 
CHILDREN’S NATIONAL 
HOSPITAL 

$143,000
OUTCOMES/IMPACT

The laboratory of Dr. Javad 
Nazarian, supported by the 
Lilabean Foundation, established 
a liquid biopsy platform to detect 
mutations associated with DIPG, 
a deadly childhood brain stem 
cancer. The team demonstrated 
the feasibility of liquid biopsy in 
both subtyping a child’s cancer 
as well as its ability to monitor 
tumor response in a clinical 
setting. The team had a manuscript 
detailing these results accepted 
for publication in Clinical Cancer 
Research. 

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED: THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:

2013 - 2015  
AMOUNT GIFTED: 
IN 202070

“AS THE MOTHER OF 
A DAUGHTER WHO IS 
LIVING WITH A BRAIN 
TUMOR, THE WORK 
OF THE LILABEAN 
FOUNDATION IS 
SO IMPORTANT TO 
HELPING TO FUND 
THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF BETTER AND LESS 
TOXIC TREATMENT 
OPTIONS FOR OUR 
KIDS. FOR FAMILIES 
LIKE MINE, WHO ARE 
UNCERTAIN TO WHAT 
THE FUTURE MIGHT 
HOLD, THE PROMISE 
OF RESEARCH AND 
POTENTIAL NEW 
OPTIONS OFFERS US 
HOPE.” 
- DR. JESSICA COLBURN

QUANTITATIVE PROTEOMICS IN 
PEDIATRIC BRAIN TUMORS

OUTCOMES/IMPACT

This gift supported the Human 
Proteome Atlas Stable Isotope 
Labeling in Cell Culture (SILAC) 
Project which allowed for the 
creation of a reagent making possible 
the quantitation of thousands of 
proteins in medulloblastoma cell 
lines. Its potential was realized in 
subsequent studies completed in 
2015-2016. It was key to discovering 
the way that the oncogene MYC 
controls the means by which a 
cancer cell generates energy to 
fuel its growth. These papers were 
published in Oncotarget and the 
International Journal of Molecular 
Science. 

$125,000

MADDIE HIGHFILL, PEDIATRIC BRAIN 
CANCER SURVIVOR
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RESEARCH SUPPORTING 
THE DISCOVERY OF PROTEIN 
BIOMARKERS FOUND IN THE 
CEREBROSPINAL FLUID OF 
CHILDREN WITH TUMORS
2014 -  
AMOUNT GIFTED: 
IN 2020$70,000

OUTCOMES/IMPACT

The research team identified and 
quantitated hundreds of proteins 
present in the cerebrospinal fluid of 
children with brain tumors compared 
to healthy children. They found that 
their levels varied greatly from one 
individual to another and one time 
point to another. The major impact of 
this study was in discovering that the 
quantity of otherwise normal proteins 
in the cerebrospinal fluid was too 
variable to provide information 
regarding tumor biology. This led to 
a redirection of investigation toward 
proteins that are unique to tumor 
cells.

 

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:

A biomarker is a molecule, 
most commonly a protein, 
that can be measured 
in the body to gain 
information about a 
disease process. In this 
case, proteins made in 
large quantities in tumor 
cells could be found in 
cerebrospinal fluid, which 
bathes the brain and 
spinal cord.

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED:

ONGOING - 
AMOUNT GIFTED: 
IN 202070

FUNDING FOR RESEARCH 
SUPPLIES AND ANALYSIS 
EXPENSES AT CHILDREN’S 
NATIONAL

OUTCOMES/IMPACT

The advancement of our 
understanding of pediatric brain 
tumors requires continuous 
investment in consumable 
supplies such as cell culture 
reagents, protective gear, 
measurement equipment and 
much more. Similarly, the 
generation of large amounts 
of data (e.g., quantitation of 
thousands of proteins per sample) 
requires cutting-edge software 
and bioinformatics analysis.

$100,000

THERMO-NANO UNIT

CELL DROP COUNTER

“IT IS EASIEST TO 
GET PEOPLE EXCITED 
ABOUT FUNDING 
A NEW IDEA OR 
APPROACH BUT THE 
REALITY IS THAT 
BRINGING ANY IDEA 
TO LIFE REQUIRES 
HARD WORK 
AND LOADS OF 
MUNDANE SUPPLIES 
AND EQUIPMENT. 
SUPPORTING WHAT 
HAPPENS BEHIND 
THE SCENES IS 
VITAL.”
- DR. BRIAN ROOD, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, 
BRAIN TUMOR 
INSTITUTE 

“TO HAVE AN 
ORGANIZATION LIKE 
THE LBF IN YOUR COURT, 
FIGHTING ALONGSIDE 
YOU, SUPPORTING 
YOU, SUPPORTING THE 
OVERALL MISSION THAT 
WE ARE ALL FOCUSED 
ON … THAT’S REALLY 
WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT. 
I AM SO GRATEFUL FOR 
THE SUPPORT THIS 
ORGANIZATION HAS 
GIVEN TO THE BRAIN 
TUMOR COMMUNITY.”
- LAUREN HANCOCK, 
NEURO-ONCOLOGY 
NURSE PRACTITIONER
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TIMELINE

SEPTEMBER 2009
THE STORY BEGINS

Lila is diagnosed with an 

inoperable low grade glioma.

JULY 2012
THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION IS BORN

We knew we had our calling, to raise 

money for research for pediatric brain 

cancer through our non-profit the 

Lilabean Foundation.

OCTOBER 2012
OUR FIRST DONATION

LBF makes its first gift 

to Children’s National 

Hospital for $19,500

AUGUST 2015
1ST SUMMER SOIREE IN 

KANSAS CITY

OCTOBER 2014
HONORING THE LEGACY OF JACK 

PRESTON PURSSORD

The Jack Preston Purssord Courage 

Award is established in memory of Jack 

Purssord. 

THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION’S 
JOURNEY OVER THE PAST DECADE
Thanks to our generous supporters, since the Lilabean Foundation began fundraising in 

the fall of 2012, we have raised close to $2,000,000 for childhood brain cancer research.

MAY 2017
LBF JOINS THE 

ADVISORY 

COUNCIL 

OF THE 

CHILDREN’S 

BRAIN TUMOR 

NETWORK

APRIL 2018
11FOR11 

PROGRAM WAS 

ESTABLISHED

AUGUST 2019
LBF REACHES THE $1 MILLION 

DOLLAR MARK

DECEMBER 2020
LBF CREATES COVID FAMILY RELIEF 

FUND

LBF donates over $30,000 to brain cancer 

families affected by the pandemic. 

SEPTEMBER 2020
LBF HOSTS VIRTUAL FALL BALL 

RAISING CLOSE $200,000

Lila wins the Courage Award at 

Virtual Fall Ball

MAY 2017
1ST ANNUAL BIRDIES FOR CHILDHOOD BRAIN CANCER 

TOURNAMENT

NOVEMBER 2018
THE LBF FELLOWSHIP FUND 

IS ESTABLISHED

AUGUST 2019
CO-FUNDS A 

CLINICAL TRIAL 

RUN BY PNOC 

FOR CHILDREN 

WITH LOW GRADE 

GLIOMAS
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THE LILABEAN FOUNDATION

2020 DONOR LIST
$ 5 , 0 0 0  A N D  O V E R
John Beacham
Kammie & Scott Bell
Christopher Burger
Cavern Technologies
Jessica Colburn & Jeff Highfill
Companion Protect
Mohamed Hussein
Inflexion Management Sciences
Rock Spring Contracting
Joanie & Kevin Rowe
TEKsystems

$ 1 , 0 0 0  -  $ 4 , 9 9 9
Shea & Jonathan Bax
Bellwether Insurance Partners, 
LLLP
Anje & Tim Bogott
Kathleen & Jim Bula
Carahsoft Technology Corp.
Jenny & Jon Carpenter
Elizabeth Carr Memorial Fund
Kim & Newt Collinson
Jennifer & Gary Cook
Maureen & Josh DeLong
Mimi & Roger Dennis
Dulany & Matt Dent
Mary & Jack Devilbiss 
Sarah & Dennis Devine
Jennifer & Dan Doherty
Gail Doherty
Juliana Duffy & Gene Magee
Terry & Peggy Dunn Family 
Foundation
Catheryn & James Easton
Nicole & Mike Giroux
Tina Halley
Carrie & Billy Hallock
Michelle & Scott Hardgree
Jenny Highfill
Kristen & Ted Horne
Maria Isabel & Dennis Gorres
Lara & Marty Jacobs

Dan Kim
Brooke & Kevin Kopp
Kathryn & Gordon Ling
Mary & Phillip Ludwikoski
Kathy Lynch
Annie & Mark MacPeak
McAndrew Company
Kyley & John McGeeney
Elizabeth & Jeff Morelli
Mullins, PC
Katey & Jimmy Nalls
The Navesink Foundation
Susan & Dan Nester
Bev & John-Paul Purssord
Rarus Consulting
Patty Rath
Beth & Gregg Roark
Tracie & Chris Rolle
Kristi & Brian Rood
Salesforce
Sue & Eric Schmid
Joanna Smith-Ramani & Alastair 
Smith
Beth & Marty Stanton
Liz & Gael Sullivan
Helen & Tim Trybus
Jody & Brendan Tuohey
Melissa Turner & Eric de Jonge
V3Gate
Kristy Wallmo & Jerry Hovis
Laura & Tab Warlitner
Liz & Joe Welsh
Shelby & Tim Whittier
$ 5 0 0  -  $ 9 9 9
Asurion
Holly Bamford & Shannon 
Carroll
David Bax
Neal Becker
Leslie Bellavia & Margaret 
Cortezi
Alexandra Bessent & Kevin 
Enright

Beth & Matt Boylan
Andrew Browne
Nathalie & Garrett Carpenter
Tracy & Dom Church
Don & Laurie Collins
Meaghan & Matt Corrado
Rachel Couchenour
Nancy Devlin
Maureen & Brian Dewey
Melanie & Will Dickerson
Mark Eisel 
Sharifa & Ramez Fahmy
Leslie & Chris Flynn
Ann & Aaron French
Susan & Ted Girard
Jeanne Giroux
Navjit Goraya
Jeanne & Charlie Haake
Sarah & Ben Haskell
Crystal Hoogeveen
Tom Hutchinson
Brooks & Peter Kenny
Michele & Jim Kettering
Amy & Steve Langevin
Library Systems & Services
Karen Lovitch
Beth & Bob Lund
Marjorie Martin
Cynthia & John McClintock
Dorothy McClintock
Fabiola Mendivil-Smith & Matt 
Smith
Katie & Denis Mitchell
Tom O’Brien
Katie & Kiernan O’Shea
Jennifer & Jeff Ott
Bernice & Roger Packer
Mia & Derek Price
Sharon Robinson
Graham Savage
Kerry & Danny Sheridan
Melissa & Bob Silverman
Susan & Todd Stallings

Kelley & Todd Stone
Tom Taylor
Mary & Glenn Thomas
Jennifer Touchette
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Lisa Wheeler
Isabel Wilson

U P  T O  $ 4 9 9
Suzan Acker
Ann-Marie & Carlos Acosta
Katie & Mike Ahearn
Daniel Aiken
Sarah & Mark Albus
Dana Andalis
Lisa & Bill Andrakakos
Anne & John Audet
Katherine Auerswald
Lauren & Bob Ayers
Alfie Bacalja
Peter Bachman
Marcie Bailey
Maria & Mike Bailey
Amanda Baker
Fatima & John Bastianelli
Cynthia Bateman
Anna Baumgartner
Ann & Fred Bax
Frank Bax
Nancy Beach
Kristen & George Beck
Deborah Becker
Carolann & Mike Bellaman
Jodi & Scott Bellefeuille
Matt De Bellis
Rick Benedict
Erika & Matt Benjamin
Lauren Benz
Ann Bischoff
Rebecca & Matt Bixler
Patrick Blasi
Jeanie & Jay Blomquist

Matthew Boehne
Deborah Boger
Jennifer Bonner
Reed Bonner
Erika Boone
Anne Bowers
Cynthia Boyd
Katie & Tim Boylan
Heather & Todd Bradley
Tammy & Nick Brady
Jessica & Michael Brechbuhler
Dorothea Bregel
Mike Brennan
Sarah & Brian Brennan
Dianne Bricker
Georgie & Craig Bricker
Katie & Phil Brodkin
Lily Brooks
Annie Brown
Janae Brown
Nicole Brown
Angie Bryant
Sandra Buffalano
Martha Burfeind
Hilary & Joey Burgess
Kelly & John Burns
John & Lynda Burton
Karen & Josh Cahill
Natalie Campbell
Ralph Campbell
Susan Campbell
Patricia & Steve Carlton
Brynn Carnahan
Carol & Dale Carpenter
Pam Carpenter
Courtney Carroccio
Marcy Carroccio
Donna Case
Julian Castelli
Margaret & Ray Cauthon
Ann & Nathaniel Cavanaugh
Helen Cawley

Danelle Cayea
Alex Chalmers
Geoffrey Chalmers
Heidi Chambers
Cami & Jordyn Childress
Colleen Christmas
Laura Cimo
Danielle Cirincione
Holly Cirrito
Tamara Clark
Shane Clarke
Linda Clarkson
Sue & Ron Clawson
Aymie Clayton
Kathleen Cleary
Betsy Cleveland
Katie & George Clifford
Carmin Cobb
Marion Colburn
Michelle & David Colburn
Erin Coleman
Daniel Collins
Daniel Collins Jr
Lisa & Patrick Collins
Ronald Collins
Patricia Conley
Maureen Connolly
Kevin Connors
Ann-Marie Cook
Keri Cook
Jennifer & Larry Corrigan
Michele & Jorge Costa
Jen Costilow
Amy Cress
Mary Cress
Janet Culp
Lisa Cunningham
Elizabeth & Matt Curtin
Rita Curtis
Marianne Damon
Bess Danek
Derek Danek
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Jessica Daniels
Shannon Daniels-Eizenberg
Missy Davenport
Amy Davis
Kirsten & Peter Davis
Chelsea Delaney
DJ Deleo
Judith & Gary Delong
Janice DeMare
Audrey Denton
Laurie Hooper DeRosa
Lauren & Nicholas DeSarno
Heather Devick
Denise Devine
Elizabeth & John Devlin
Karin & David Devlin
Pia & Tyler Dewing
Jaime Diaz
Anne Carter Dickerson & Wilson 
Dickerson  
Joseph DiGregorio
Celeste Raker Dillen
Dana Dimon
Elaine Dion
Amy Dixon
Jessica Dixon
Robert Dodd
Alyssa Doherty
Marydee & Chris Donnan
Carol & Devin Doolan
Carolyn & Jim Dorlac
Karmon & Alex Dorsey
Adam Dow
Mary & Chris Downs
Nolan Doyle
Therese & Sam Draddy
Lauren & Dave Draley
Jill Drummond
Ann & Nicholas Duckett
Nick Duckett
Amy & Tyler Dunaway
Janice Dunlap

Joanna & Michael Dyer
Robert Dyer
Lynn & Tom Dyson
Jennifer Eckel
Stephanie & Chris Edmonston
Stephanie Eichberg
Beth Eischen
Katie & Nick Elgin
Debra Elkinton
Lin Elkinton
Janine Ellinger
Jane Elliott
Scott Elsas
Judi & Tom Embrescia
Beth Ernst
Jill Eshelman
Carrie & Evan Ewachiw
Amanda Fangmeyer
Juliet Farrell
Kameel Fayyad
Muffy & Charlie Fenwick
Amy & Mike Feranec
Tiffany Ferguson
Nichole Ferris
Angela Fiala
Nicole Findlay
Megan & Kevin Finnegan
Chris Fiorelli
Erin & Kevin Fish
April FitzGerald
Michelle & Colin Flanagan
Carly Flanigan
Catherine Fletcher
Jessica & Pat Flynn
Amy Forman
Jody Kimber Foster
Andrea Fox
Valerie Franck
Adrienne Frazier
Joanie & Mike Friel
Sarah & Matt Gallagher
Daniel Gallutia

Lauren Garber
Leslie & Brian Garcia
Amy & John Gardiner
Whitney & Timothy Gardiner
Claudia Garnett
Victoria Gaunt
Jonniel Gaviola
Caitlin & Conor Gibbons
Mindy & Mark Gibbs
Susan & Brian Gifford
Bradford Gile
Meredith Gillespie
Mike Girbert
Tom Gleason
Emily Goldberg
Jennifer & Brian Goodrich
Amanda Gordon & Michael 
Lathan
Colleen & Matt Gormley
Christie & Ed Grant
Jodie Gravino
Susan Marsiglia Gray
Danielle Devine Greene
Jessica Gregory
Mary Grimes
Terri Guinipero
Emily Gulden
Margie & Oscar Gunawardana
Bethany Haefner
Jonathan Haefner
Ruth Haefner
Joanna & Tim Hagan
Shana Haines
Karey Hall
Katie Hammitt
Bridget & Stefan Hankin
Bari Harbordt
Kristi Hardy & Eugene Hwang
Ashley & Mike Harper
Wendy & Andy Harrison
Robin & William Hart
Roy Haschenburger
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Jennifer Hayashi
Todd Headley
Bridget & Dan Healy
Amy & Clayton Henderson
Amanda & Austin Herndon
Tanya Hewitt
HG Fenton Company
Michael Hickey
Andrea & Jeffrey Hickman
Gayle Highfill
Kate & Peter Hilgartner
Glenn Hirsch
Marissa & Jerry Hodgkins
Laura Hollahan
Ali & Patrick Hooper
Julie Hoover
Laura & Habib Hourani
Julie & Rich House
Carrie & Fred Hovis
Andrew Howard
Victoria Howell
Jennifer Hughes & John Rogers
Lisa Iannarino
Carrie Irwin
Marguerite & George Irwin
Sarah Jacobs
Niles Jager
Christine Jasper
Katherine Jaucian
Katherine Jensen
Dennis Johnson 
Dave Jojo
Lecia & Rick Jordan
Sharon Joyce
Kiersten June & Eric Willis
Maddy Kaplan
Tamara & Dave Karakis
Buraq Karzoun
Barbara Kaufman
Daniel Keegan
Sharon Keegan
R. Keeling

Linda Kelley
Brian Kelly
Bridget Kelly
Christine & Michael Kelly
Diana Kelly
Jessica Kelley
Laura Kelly
Lindsey Kelly
Marilyn & Jim Kelly
Mary & Chris Kelly
Mike Kelly
Ryan Kelly
Winnie & Tom Keon
Susan Kettlewell
Lindsey Kilburn & Scott Campbell
Michelle Kimball
April King
Sherry King
Laura & Dave Klare
Terri Kletch
Jordan Knee
Stuart Knipe
Melissa Knoll
Jim Kopp
Rosamaria Kosaka
Theresa Kowal
Kate & Bob Krantz
Dawn & Dan Kretz
Rachel Kruzan
Eric Kuebler
Kendra LaDuca
Juliette LaFerlita
Steve Lagana
Elaine Lambert
Molly Lane
James Langworthy
Karen & David Langworthy
Kim & Kevin Lawson
Brittany Leabhart
David Leach
Lauren & Jake Lee
Michelle Leff

Ann Lehwald
Crystal & Patrick Lennartz
Bill Leonard
Deborah Levy
Michele Levy & Mattan 
Schuchman
Craig Lewis
Jena Lilly
Ivonne & Byron Lindley
Jane & Patrick Lively
John Lively
Jason Lloyd
Denise Long
Kathleen & Ryan Longton
Lisa Loving
Lev Lubega
Tara & Keith Luecking
Susan Lyle
Krystal Lynch
Elena Lynett
Randi Mack
Michael Macomber
Erin & Tim Madden
Char & John Maguire
Shan Maitra
Halle & Kyle Majchrzak
Michael Mallick
Peter Maneff
Karen Manley
Jessica & Brian Marconi
Garine & Drew Magary
Krista Marschner
Brooke Martin
Master Plumbing
Ashley & Whit Mathis
Ann McAllister
Kathleen McAllister
Kara & Eric McAndrew
Patrick McCaffrey
Elizabeth McCarthy
Julie & Greg McCarthy
Moira & Bob McCarthy
Gretchen McCourt
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Kathleen & Kevin McDermott
Lacy & Michael McDonnell
Corrina & Chris McGlone
Alexandra McHugh
Katie McKenney
Robin McKinney
Alison & Brian McLaughlin
Laura Rear Mclaughlin
Megan & Mike McNally
Mary Jo & Jerry McNamara
Tracy & Dave Meade
Jessica Meredith
Courtney Byrd Metz
Katie & Karl Metz
Monica Metz
Patti & Bruce Millar
Alan Miller
Nicole Miller
Robert Miller
Suzie Miller
Kerry Mills
Morgan Milner
Steven Minster
Robert Mitchell
Lauren & David Moehring
Alyse Molitor
Diana & Rob Moore
Lauren Moss
Paula Moss
Chip Mower
Michael Moylan
Christina & John Muirhead-Gould
Sue & Ed Mullaney
Stephen Mullett
Brian Murphy
Ashleigh & Bo Murray
Christian Murray
Kate Murray
Mark Myers
Kathleen & James Nalls
Paul Neaville
Barbara Needham
Brian Needham

Charlotte Needham
Bethany & Walter Neel
Juanita Nickol & Paul Colburn
Jennifer Nield
Susan & Tom Nolan
Megan Nordhoff
Michael Nowin
Michelle Noyes
Jeff O’Connor
Kirstin O’Keefe
Lisa & Jim O’Malley
Erica & Casey O’Neill
Cathleen & Rick Obray
Anne Occhialino
Ande & Ross Ogden
Kathleen & Tom Olin
Maura & Jared Haanes Olsen
Rosario & Elvis Onyekwere
Karina & Jason Opdyke
Jane Orr
Jill Ortman-Fouse
Patricia & Roberto Parada
Laney & Simon Park
Kathy & Ronald Pasceri
Samir Patel
Robin Peck
Nancy & Martin Peckerar
Megan & Richard Pena-Ariet
Jane & Bill Perkins
Betsey & Pat Petit
Sherri Pfaff
Faith & Mitch Phillips
Maryia Poli
Kathleen Prebble
Melissa Price
Peter Purssord
David Querry
Michael Quirk
Adrianne Raphalian
Lisa & Roger Rath
John Reese
Mary Reilly
Stacey Ricci

Brad Richardson
Kelly Ridgway
Penny Rigler
Melissa Riley
Rebecca Riseman
Jen & James Ritchotte
Michael Roark
Mariah & Dan Robertson
Frank Robey
Sharon Rodger
Margaret Rodriguez
Julie & Matt Rogers
Katie Rogers
Kelsey Roper
Michael Rose
Rebecca Rose
Beth Ross
Erik Ross
Nancy & Justin Ross
Laura Roth
Jennifer & Michael Rowan
Colleen Rowe
Katherine & Robby Runyan
Bianca & Jay Rupert
Michelle & Sam Russ
Michelle Russell & Wendi Poole
Gale Rutan
Ladan Rykiel
Maria Said & Samer Sadek
Heather Sajeski
Indi Saleh
Patrica Saleh
Tosha & Kyle Salyers
Kirsten Sampson Snyder & Tim 
Snyder
Stella & Glenn Sandler
Mario Sansone
Kristen Santel
Kelly Scanlon
Brad Schafer
Mary Scheneman
Jill Scherer
Jane Schindler
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Kate Schofield
Colleen & Jamey Schrier
Julie Schumacher
Kristen Schwarz
Nicole & Bryan Schwenker
Corinne Seidel
Ginger & Josh Shaw
Kevin Shaw
Whitney Shelnick
Leena Shepherd
Mary Beth Sheridan
Kelley Shively
Jack Shuss
Julie Shuss
Nancy & David Shuss
Tori Sims
Mindy & Mike Sippel
Joe Skelton
Jadrian Slemp
Mary Jo & Duncan Slidell
Molly & Jimmy Smith
JoJo & Rob Spallone
Melody Stancil
Michelle Stephenson
Kathleen Stepp
Shannon Stevens
Laura & Ed Stewart
Julie Stillwell
Jane Stone
Michelle & Pooh Strachan
Angela Sullivan
Shannon Sullivan
Kesa Summers
Kristy & Mike Swarthout
Calvin Symons
Allegra Tasaki
Michael Taylor
Teresa & Keegin Teare
Kathy Terry
Brooke & Russ Thaler
Betty & Andy Thompson
Jake Thornburgh
Michal & Paul Tibbits
Annie Tilton
Heather Tinsley
Joan Tomek
Shelly Torrano
Elizabeth Trimble
Susan & Mark Tropea

Robert Trost
Janine & Devin Tuohey
Christie Turner
David Ullrich
Harvey Valentine
Mounia & William Valois
Natalie Vassall
Maggie & Kevin Vaughan
Benjamin Vazirani
Deborah & Ashish Vazirani
Isabella Vazirani
Melea & Joe Veith
Rob Vendramin
Giovanna Vidoli & Michael Rudler
Kara & Andrew Vines
Lori Vines
John Vollmerhausen
Lucy Volz
Rhonda & David Waggoner
Amy & Stephen Wakefield
Angela Wakshul
Kathleen Wallace
Barbara Wallmo
Frances Walterman
Julie & Mike Ward
Nicole & Bill Ward
Judy & Chris Warner
Kelly Warner
Mary Waters
Karen Wayland
Maureen & Sam Weaver
Morgan Webb
David Weber
Mary Weiland & Aaron 
Middlekauff
Kelly & Jim Weisgerber
Maria & Jim Weiss
Larisa Wells
Margaret West
Lori Whelan
Tom Whelan
Kelly & Derek White
Alison Whitty
Heather & Blaine Wicklein
Gretchen Wiethe
Brandy Williams
Jair Williams
Tamar Williamson
Frank Wilson

Johnny Wilson
Julie & Frank Wilson
Mary Wilson
Rosie Wilson
Elizabeth Wimmer
Frances Winkeljohn
Alyssa Winter
Jenny Wittmann
Karen Wittmann
Douglas Edward Wood
Julia Wood
Cherie & Jeff Woods
Alyssa Wright
Jody Wunderlich
Mia Yang
Kaitlin & Charlie Yardley
Sevil Yasar
Kathleen Yates
Molly Yates
Mary & Peter Zaudtke
Laurie Zeger
Anna Zelinsky
Connor Zipfel



2020 WAS A CHALLENGING 
YEAR. WE OVERCAME MASSIVE 
CHALLENGES TO HAVE ONE OF 
THE MOST SUCCESSFUL YEARS IN 
OUR FOUNDATIONS HISTORY.  I AM 
PROUD OF THE TEAMS RESILIENCE, 
CREATIVITY, DEDICATION AND 
OVERALL PASSION TO FIGHT 
PEDIATRIC BRAIN TUMORS AND 
LOOK FORWARD TO AN EVEN 
BETTER 2021. 
- JOHN-PAUL PURSSORD,  
PRESIDENT LBF BOARD OF DIRECTORS


